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give Italian youth was strongly national. In fact, he would say
that it is not in spite of, but because of, this universal character
that education must be national. Nations issue from 'Spirit',
are ' Spirit' itself in its actual life, and trying to forget one's own
nation would lead to suicide. This national side of education
was emphasized by Gentile in his Discorsi ai Maestri di Trieste;
and although it seemed justifiable that such an exaggerated stress
should be put on nationalism when speaking in a town which
had just passed from foreign domination to the national com-
munity, the conclusion was easily drawn that in that direction
was to be found the only solution for a renewal of Italian culture.
* Let us give birth to a new education, the national, Italian educa-
tion, on the basis of a national science and culture'; and the
objection is not valid which says that science is not national, for
it has meaning only as an instrument shaping the conscience of
citizens. Thus, the totalitarian claims of national feelings in all
fields, including those of abstract science, found a kind of
justification in Gentile's philosophical doctrine. It is true that,
on the other hand, he insisted, even in his Trieste speeches, on
the need of a broad knowledge of other civilizations, past and
present, so that the mind should not be restricted in a kind of
geographical prison, but all things are to be regarded in the light
of national culture.
This nationalistic attitude, the keen desire to give a practical
solution to problems of long standing, the elasticity of some of
the 'actualist' philosophical dogmas, his personal popularity,
and his undeniable merits in the field of education recommended
Gentile to those who proposed to re-make Italy and needed to
find people who knew how to do it.